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Farmers Market Requirements for Prepared Food Sales 

What can be sold under the Farmer's Market Exemption? 

Referenced in Montana Codes Annotated, Title 50, Chapter 50
1. Raw and unprocessed farm products 

a. Fruits, vegetables and grains, unpackaged and labeled

b. Cannot be cooked; canned; preserved, except for drying; combined with other food products; or peeled, diced, cut, blanched, or otherwise subjected to value-adding procedures.

2. Baked goods that are not potentially hazardous (no egg custards (i.e. cheesecakes, pumpkin pies), creams, cream fillings, cream cheese icings, or other product capable of supporting the rapid growth of bacteria.)

a. Breads, cakes, candies, cookies, pastries, and fruit pies can fall under this category, depending on the ingredients.  
3. Preserves include processed fruit or berry jams, jellies, compotes, fruit butters, marmalades, chutneys, fruit aspics, fruit syrups. Preserves must be aseptically processed, packaged, and sealed. 

a. The term does not include tomatoes, salsas, or food products containing tomatoes, sauerkraut, pickles, herbal vinegars or oils, canned vegetables, or any other food product.  

How do I sell food items under the exemption? 

1. Fill out the Farmer's Market Food Exemption Review for the 2010 Season.  A new application is required each year.  

2. The baked goods and preserves requested will be evaluated according to the above allowed exemptions and the current definition of potentially hazardous.  

3. The Health Department will issue a Farmer's Market Certificate that lists all the food items that have been reviewed and approved for sale at the Farmer's Market.  

4. The certificate must be publically displayed at your food sales location.  Any food items not listed on the certificate are not approved for sale at the Farmer's Market.  
Safe food handling requirements for all permitted items:

1. Handling of ready-to-eat foods with bare hands is not permitted.  

2. Package all baked goods prior to bringing to the market.  

3. No processing, handling of open foods will be allowed at the Farmer's Market without a Food Purveyors License.  

4. Store food off the ground to prevent contamination.  

How do I sell other food items at the Farmer's Market?

1. Obtain a food purveyor's license from the Lewis & Clark City County Health Department. 

a. Requires plan review application, plan review fees, and an approved facility to prepare, cook and sell any food item not listed above.

To submit Farmer's Market Food Exemption Review  
1. Mail:
Lewis & Clark City-County Health Department

1930 9th Avenue

Helena, MT  59601

2. E-mail to:

lhendley@co.lewis-clark.mt.us 447-8352 (Laura Hendley)

msyverson@co.lewis-clark.mt.us 447-8354 (Mark Syverson)

jgeach@co.lewis-clark.mt.us 457-8937 (John Geach)

lriek@co.lewis-clark.mt.us 447-8361 (Laurel Riek)

3. Call for appointment (see above) to drop off at 1930 9th Avenue 

4. FAX to (406) 457-8997

1930 Ninth Avenue


Helena, MT  59601


PH:  406.4HEALTH or 406.443.2584


Fax:  406.457.8997











H:\Clinic_Shares\Licensed Establishment\Forms\special event forms\Farmers Market Exemption Info 2010.doc
March 2010
Page 1 of 2
March, 2010

Page 1 of 2

